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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. Sections 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants 
wish to call to the Examiner's attention the references identified on completed Form 
PTO-1449 (4 pgs.), which generally relate to the present invention. Copies of any cited 
foreign patents, non-patent literature, and unpublished US application documents are 
enclosed. Pursuant to the waiver in the Pre-OG Notice, dated July 25, 2003, copies of US 
patents and published US patent applications are no longer required and are not enclosed. 
It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and return the enclosed Form 
PTO-1449 (4 pgs.) to indicate that each reference has been considered. 

The Examiner's attention is also directed to the following co-pending, 
co-assigned U.S. Patent applications and the references cited therein: USSN 
08/577,603, filed December 22, 1995; USSN 10/387,236, filed March 12, 2003; USSN 
10/728,446, filed December 5, 2003; and USSN 10/729,1 14, filed December 5, 2003. 
Copies of these applications are enclosed herewith for consideration by the Examiner. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS BEING DfcPOSIIH) 
05/12/2005 NNGUYEN1 00000030 133723 10728439 WITH THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE AS RRST CLASS MAIL 

nrmuicm uuuvwov loo IN AN ENVELOPE ADDRESSED TO COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS. 

P.O. BOX 1450 

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450 ON ^ 

fflSNEP \^M%<S£^ 



01 FC:1806 



180.00 DA 



U.S. Patent No. 3,91 1,1 15 is an English language equivalent to German 
Offenlegungsschift 2 260 536, both are referenced on the PTO 1449 form enclosed. 



Should a First Office Action on the merits be mailed prior to the filing of 



this Disclosure Statement, please charge the requisite $180.00 fee (pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. §§ 1.97(c) and 1.17(p)) to Deposit Account No. 13-3723. 

Applicants submit that the above references, whether taken alone or in 
combination with each other neither anticipate nor render obvious the present invention. 
Consideration of the foregoing in relation to the captioned application is respectfully 
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Office of Intellectual Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 
P.O. Box 33427 

St. Paul, Minnesota 55133-3427 

(651)733-2180 

Facsimile: (651) 736-3833 



requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 




NANCY M. LAMBERT 
Registration No. 44,856 
Attorney for Applicants 
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